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Henderson, put it well: ‘‘as she declined
in mobility, she never declined in spir-
it.”

Qubilah’s battle against disease set
her up for one last act of service—one
of her greatest. After witnessing the
suffering that lymphedema can cause,
she became a restless and passionate
advocate for the Lymphedema Treat-
ment Act, a bill to ensure that com-
pression treatment items essential to
managing the disease are covered by
Medicare. I was proud to cosponsor
that bill, along with 73 of my Senate
colleagues. And on December 23, just 1
week before Qubilah passed from this
life, that bill became law. Countless
Americans suffering from lymphedema
will get needed relief as a result. It is
yet another part of Qubilah’s extraor-
dinary legacy of service.

The city of Jonesboro, the State of
Arkansas, the U.S. Senate, and all
those touched by Qubilah’s words and
deeds mourn the loss of the ‘“Voice of
Jonesboro.”” May she rest in peace.®

———————

TRIBUTE TO GERALD
VANDEWALLE

e Mr. CRAMER. Mr. President, one of
North Dakota’s most distinguished
citizens and respected jurists is retir-
ing this week. Justice Gerald W.
“Jerry” VandeWalle is leaving the
North Dakota Supreme Court as the
longest serving justice in the history of
the court.

A native of the small northwestern
North Dakota community of Noonan,
Justice VandeWalle earned his law de-
gree from the University of North Da-
kota in 1958. He devoted more than 60
years of his legal career working for
the citizens of our State. The first 20
years were as an assistant attorney
general, prior to his appointment to
the supreme court in 1978. In his nearly
45 years on the supreme court, he
served 27 of those as chief justice. At
the time he relinquished his
responsiblities as chief justice in 2020,
he was the longest serving chief justice
in the entire Nation.

As impressive as these statistics are,
the real legacy of Justice VandeWalle
is not found in numbers. Instead, it is
in the profound impact he made year
after year, case after case, as he sought
to uphold the law with impartiality in
every judicial decision. His warmth and
kindness, his engaging optimism, and
his humble nature were his everyday
demeanor. He was accessible to other
state officials, a fierce advocate for the
judicial branch before the State legis-
lature, and a revered mentor to law-
yers aross the State and country.

In the 27 years between 1993 and 2020
when Justice VandeWalle was chief jus-
tice, North Dakota experienced notable
changes in its population, demo-
graphics, economy, and culture. All the
while, he kept a steady focus on how
North Dakota courts could deliver ac-
cess to justice for all. He was integral
in unifying the court system, rede-
fining state judicial districts and
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bringing more judges to accommodate
each district’s needs. He addressed
emerging technology innovations in
courtrooms and expanded court serv-
ices for population groups like vet-
erans, juveniles, and the elderly.

The judicial impact of Justice Jerry
VandeWalle will resonate across our
State and Nation for decades to come.
Visitors to our State capitol will read
about his legendary career next to his
portrait in the North Dakota Rough
Rider Hall of Fame, the highest honor
given to our citizens. Kris and I will
miss seeing him at official events and
will treasure even more the friendship
we shared over the years. On behalf of
all North Dakotans, I thank him for
his exemplary service and congratulate
him on his well-earned retirement. I
wish him many years of health and
happiness in the future.e

TRIBUTE TO CODY WOOLSTON AND
ERIC GOLDSCHMIDT

e Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize officers Cody
Woolston and Eric Goldschmidt for
their heroic actions on Monday, Octo-
ber 31, 2022.

On that day, Officers Woolston and
Goldschmidt responded to calls of a
woman attempting to jump off an over-
pass on Breckinridge Lane, which runs
over a local interstate. When the two
officers arrived at the scene, they
found a woman standing on top of the
barrier and looking over the highway.
Officers Woolston and Goldschmidt
tried to talk with the woman, but she
was wearing headphones and not re-
sponding.

When she started to lean more to-
wards the drop, Officer Woolston brave-
ly grabbed her from the barrier, saving
her life. The officers then took her to a
local hospital to receive help. Upon ar-
rival, she was hesitant to go inside, but
Officer Woolston calmly reassured her
and took her hand as they walked in
together.

As a result of his quick actions that
saved a life, Officer Woolston was nom-
inated for a 2023 Rise Award. Officers
Woolston and Goldschmidt were also
nominated for the Louisville Metro Po-
lice Department’s lifesaving award.

Officers Woolston and Goldschmidt
are brave servants to the city of Louis-
ville and a true testament to the hard-
working Louisville Metro Police De-
partment. I am proud to salute both of-
ficers and have no doubt they will con-
tinue to be an incredible asset to the
citizens of Louisville.®

————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 4:43 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 21. An act to provide for the develop-
ment of a plan to increase oil and gas pro-
duction under oil and gas leases of Federal
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lands under the jurisdiction of the Secretary
of Agriculture, the Secretary of Energy, the
Secretary of the Interior, and the Secretary
of Defense in conjunction with a drawdown
of petroleum reserves from the Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve.

The message also announced that
pursuant to sections 5580 and 5581 of
the revised statutes (20 U.S.C. 42-43),
and the order of the House of January
9, 2023, the Speaker appoints the fol-
lowing Member on the part of the
House of Representatives to the Board
of Regents of the Smithsonian Institu-
tion: Ms. Matsui of California.

The message further announced that
pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 7002, the Minority
Leader appoints the following indi-
vidual to the United States-China Eco-
nomic and Security Review Commis-
sion: Mr. Jacob S. Helberg of Miami
Beach, Florida.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 21. An act to provide for the develop-
ment of a plan to increase oil and gas pro-
duction under oil and gas leases of Federal
lands under the jurisdiction of the Secretary
of Agriculture, the Secretary of Energy, the
Secretary of the Interior, and the Secretary
of Defense in conjunction with a drawdown
of petroleum reserves from the Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 123. A bill to protect American small
businesses, gig workers, and freelancers by
repealing the burdensome American Rescue
Plan Act of 2021 transactions reporting
threshold, and to rescind certain funding
provided to the Internal Revenue Service
under section 10301 of Public Law 117-169.

————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-116. A communication from the Chair-
man of the National Credit Union Adminis-
tration, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
semi-annual report of the Inspector General
for the period from April 1, 2022 through Sep-
tember 30, 2022 received in the Office of the
President pro tempore of the Senate; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

EC-117. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Defense Security Cooperation Agency,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Agency’s
Agency Financial Report for fiscal year 2022
received in the Office of the President pro
tempore of the Senate; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-118. A communication from the Chief
Executive Officer of the Peace Corps, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the Office of In-
spector General’s Semiannual Report for the
period of April 1, 2022 through September 30,
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